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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY

In re AMERICAN FINANCIAL RESOURCES, 
INC. DATA BREACH LITIGATION

)
)
)

No. 2:22-cv-01757 (MCA) (JSA)

DECLARATION OF GARY M. 
KLINGER FILED ON BEHALF OF 
MILBERG COLEMAN BRYSON
PHILLIPS GROSSMAN PLLC IN 
SUPPORT OF APPLICATION FOR 
AWARD OF ATTORNEYS’ FEES AND 
EXPENSES
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I, Gary M. Klinger, declare as follows: 

1. I am a Partner with the law firm of Milberg Coleman Bryson Phillips Grossman, 

PLLC (“Milberg” or the “Firm”).  I am submitting this declaration in support of the application 

for an award of attorneys’ fees and expenses/charges (“expenses”) in connection with services 

rendered in the above-entitled action.

2. This Firm is Additional Class Counsel for plaintiffs in this matter.

3. The information in this declaration regarding the Firm’s time and expenses is taken 

from time and expense reports and supporting documentation prepared and/or maintained by the 

Firm in the ordinary course of business.  I reviewed these reports (and backup documentation 

where necessary or appropriate) in connection with the preparation of this declaration.  The 

purpose of this review was to confirm both the accuracy of the entries as well as the necessity for, 

and reasonableness of, the time and expenses committed to the litigation.  Based on this review I 

believe that the time reflected in the Firm’s lodestar calculation and the expenses for which 

payment is sought herein are reasonable and were necessary for the effective and efficient 

prosecution and resolution of the litigation. 

4. The number of hours spent on the litigation by my Firm is 373.60.  A breakdown 

of the lodestar is provided in Exhibit A.  The lodestar amount for attorney/paraprofessional time 

based on the Firm’s current rates is $178,031.30.  The hourly rates shown in Exhibit A are 

consistent with hourly rates submitted by the Firm in other securities class action litigation.  The

Firm’s rates are set based on periodic analysis of rates charged by firms performing comparable 

work both on the plaintiff and defense side.  For personnel who are no longer employed by the 

Firm, the “current rate” used for the lodestar calculation is based upon the rate for that person in 

his or her final year of employment with the Firm.  
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5. My Firm seeks an award of $2,615.18 in expenses and charges in connection with 

the prosecution of the litigation.  Those expenses and charges are summarized by category in 

Exhibit B. 

6. The following is additional information regarding certain of these expenses: 

(a) Filing, Witness and Other Fees: $552.00.  These expenses have been paid 

to the Court for filing fees and to attorney service firms or individuals who served process of the 

complaint or subpoenas.  

(b) Litigation Expense Fund Contributions: $2,063.18.  This Firm contributed 

to a Litigation Expense Fund maintained by Robbins Geller Rudman & Dowd LLP to pay certain 

common expenses related to the litigation.  A breakdown of the contributions to and payments 

from the Litigation Expense Fund is detailed at Exhibit D to the Declaration of Stuart A. Davidson 

Filed on Behalf of Robbins Geller Rudman & Dowd LLP, filed concurrently herewith. 

7. The expenses pertaining to this case are reflected in the books and records of this 

Firm.  These books and records are prepared from receipts, expense vouchers, check records, and 

other documents and are an accurate record of the expenses.

8. The identification and background of my Firm and its partners is attached hereto as 

Exhibit C. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.  Executed this 11th 

day of July, 2024, at Chicago, Illinois. 

/s/ Gary M. Klinger 
Gary M. Klinger
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EXHIBIT A

In re American Financial Resources, Inc. Data Breach Litigation, 
No. 2:22-CV-01757(MCA)(JSA) 

Milberg Coleman Bryson Phillips Grossman, PLLC 
Inception through July 10, 2024 

NAME HOURS RATE LODESTAR
Gary M. Klinger (P) 56.40 $850.00 $47,725.00
David K. Lietz (P) 29.50 $919.00; 

$997.00
and 
$1,057.00 $28,685.50

Vicki J. Maniatis (P) 2.20 $919.00 $2,021.80
John J. Nelson (A) 40.10 $468.00

$508.00 $19,326.80
Christian Torres (A) 96.00 $413.00 $39,648.00
Blake H. Yagman (A) 14.20 $350.00 $4,970.00
Dean Meyer (A) 21.10 $413.00 $8,714.30
Leysa Media (LC) 93.40 $239.00 $22,322.60

Paralegals
Sandra Passanisi 4.60 $208.00

$225.00
$239.00 $1,007.70

Tiffany Kuiper 5.80 $208.00 $1,206.40
Megan Moore 4.00 $250.00 $1,000.00
Heather Sheflin 1.60 $225.00

$239.00 $369.80
Kerry Brennan .70 $239.00 $167.30
Ashley Tyrrell 3.70 $208.00

$239.00 $803.70
Renee Pothier .30 $208.00 $62.40

TOTAL 373.60 $178,031.30
(P) Partner
(A) Associate
(LC) Law Clerk
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EXHIBIT B

In re American Financial Resources, Inc. Data Breach Litigation, 
No. 2:22-CV-01757(MCA)(JSA) 

Milberg Coleman Bryson Phillips Grossman, PLLC 
Inception through July 10, 2024 

CATEGORY AMOUNT
Filing, Witness and Other Fees $552.00
Litigation Fund Contribution $2,063.18

TOTAL $2,615.18
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